The extent of successful colonoscopy: a second assessment using modern equipment.
Records of 200 consecutive and unselected colonoscopies were reviewed to determine both the success in viewing the entire colon and the average extent of colon visualized, using the most modern equipment. Colonoscopy was completed to the cecum or ileum in 82.5% of studies, and an average of 93.8% of the colon was viewed. These data show considerable improvement compared to those previously reported by us. However, the significant number of incomplete colonoscopies still suggests that colonoscopy and barium enema examination must remain complementary for maximum detection of colonic lesions.